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MAIDA CONTENTO

Details of Maida Bolster’s missionary career from 1928 until her marriage to Paul Contento in 1933, and their subsequent careers, are set out in the section ‘Missionary Roll call’ on the CD. This section gives some additional information.

Obituary of Mary Elizabeth Maida Contento

‘Maida Contento was born a teacher, she lived a teacher and she died a teacher,’ said Dr. Lawerence Au in his eulogy of Mrs. Contento. Dr. Au is president of the Chris​tian Witness Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California, where Mrs. Contento taught after returning from the Far East, from 1982 until she passed into the presence of Christ, November 14, 1985.

Dr. Au explained that Mrs. Contento had just finished her third class for the day, had gone up stairs to her apartment with several students and was chatting with them in her liv​ing room when she leaned back and fell into a deep coma. She remained until her death 48 hours later. She was 81 years old. Students in this all Chinese student body wrote testimonies as to them, and these were read at the funeral. The testimonies were aptly summed up by one student: ‘She left a good footprint behind.’ The funeral service was conducted entirely by staff and students of the Seminary.

Mrs. Contento was born Mary Elizabeth Maida Bolster in 1904 in Edinburgh, Scotland. She graduated from the University of Edinburgh with an M.A. in 1923, a classmate of the famous Eric Liddell Olympic Medalist (Chariots of Fire).

She went to China in 1928 with the China Inland Mission and taught till 1932 in Chefoo School, a board​ing school for missionaries children. She married Paul A. Contento in 1933 in Tientsin, the ceremony being performed by Rev. Eric Liddell. After pioneering in church planting with her husband on the Mon​golian Border, she went in 1935 with her husband to Kunming in southwest China. Many universities had moved west because of the war with Japan and she pioneered in student work, founding the Inter​-Varsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) in Kunming. She also became professor of English language and liter​ature in the Northwest National University of China and also promoting IVCF work there. She taught there until 1951, and was two years under the Communists, and then allowed to leave. The family moved to Singapore. Paul and Maida were the first O.M.F. missionaries in Singapore.

Mrs. Contento helped found the Singapore Theological Seminary (now Singapore Bible College) and the Inter-Varsity movement and not only lectured in the Seminary but also was professor at the Singapore Teachers Training College. In 1960, she and Paul went to Vietnam. There she was the co-founder of the Inter-school Christian Fellowship (I.S.C.F.), the Inter-Varsity Fellowship, the Scripture Union and Bible Correspondence courses in English, Chinese and Vietnamese. She was also the principal of the London School of English in Saigon, which had about two thousand students (where only English was taught at all levels).

After the Communist revolution in Vietnam in 1975, Maida Contento and her husband were invited to join the staff of the Biblical Seminary of the Philippines, for Chinese. She specialized in Biblical Studies Christian Education. In 1982, she and her husband received an urgent call to come to teach at the Chris​tian Witness Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California.

Mrs. Contento’s consuming passion was to lead students to Christ and to equip them as evangelists, pastors and teachers of the Word, for the building of the church of Christ. She loved and lived for them. She has left behind a cloud of witnesses, many of them in China, but also a multitude of both Chinese and Vietnamese of the diaspora, some having risen to positions of leadership. She is survived by her husband Rev. Paul A. Contento at the Christian Witness Theological Seminary, and her daughter, Dr. Isobel R. Contento, professor at Columbia University, New York City.

� In letter form, with a photograph, from Paul Contento; copy in the Chapel archives under 1985.





